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SUBJECT: LEONARD "SKAKES" SIKHIKHANE VISIT TO CANADA 
REF: OTTAWA 2637; JOHANNESBURG 2192; STATE 197987 

1 . SUMMARY: SIKHIKHANE WOULD WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
WITH AFL-CIO AND/OR AALC REPRESENTATIVES. IN ADDITION TO 
DISCUSSING INTER UNION COOPERATION, HE MAY MENTION THE RESERVATIONS 
WHICH MANY BLACK TRADE UNION LEADERS HAVE CONCERNING THE WIEHAHN 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO LABOR LEGISLATION AND HIS INVOLVEMENT 

IN THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A BLACK TRADE UNION FEDERATION. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. SIKHIKHANE IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART JOHANNESBURG AUGUST 24. 

THE REGIONAL LABOR OFFICER HAS INFORMED HIM OF A POSSIBLE 
AFL-CIO INVITATION, WHICH HE WOULD WELCOME. AFL-CIO 

AND/OR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS MAY WISH TO EXPLORE WITH SIKHIKHANE 
WAYS AND MEANS OF EXPANDING COOPERATION WITH SOUTH AFRICA'S 
BLACK TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. HE IS CURRENTLY PREOCCUPIED OVER 
THE POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS FOR BLACK TRADE UNIONS OF THE 
WIEHAHN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO LABOR LEGISLATION AND 
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THE PROPOSED FORMATION OF A BLACK TRADE UNION FEDERATION 
(JOHANNESBURG 676). 

3. DURING A MEETING WITH SIKHIKHANE ON AUGUST 19, WIEHAHN 

IS SAID TO HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE DISINTEREST OF MANY 
BLACK TRADE UNIONS IN SUBMITTING EVIDENCE TO HIS COMMISSION. 

WIEHAHN IS REPORTED TO HAVE THREATENED TO SUBPOENA EVIDENCE FROM 
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THE BLACK TRADE UNIONS IF THEY FAIL TO COME FORWARD VOLUNTARILY. 
SIKHIKHANE SUGGESTED INSTEAD THAT WIEHAHN MEET WITH THE LEADERS 
OF THE URBAN TRAINING PROJECT UNIONS IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND 
THEIR POSITION AND PERHAPS ENCOURAGE COOPERATION. ACCORDING TO 
SIKHIKHANE, MANY BLACK TRADE UNION LEADERS HAVE BEEN DISILLUSIONED 
BY THE FAILURE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO ACCEPT MANY 
OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE THERON COMMISSION ON COLORED 
AFFAIRS. TIS ATTITUDE IS A REFLECTION OF THE BROADER BLACK 
COMMUNITY MALAISE OVER GOVERNMENT ATTITUDES AND POLICIES 
AFFECTING BLACKS AND PEOPLE OF COLOR. 

4. THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE WHICH IS LOOKING INTO THE 
FEASIBILITY OF FORMING A BLACK TRADE UNION FEDERATION IS 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 10 FOLLOWING SIKHIKHANE'S RETURN TO 
JOHANNESBURG. HE AND JANE HLONGWANE OF THE ENGINEERING AND 
ALLIED WORKERS UNION HAVE BEEN TWO OF THE MOST VIGOROUS 
SKEPTICS OF THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A BLACK FEDERATION AT 
THIS TIME. THEY ARE CONCERNED THAT JURISDICTIONAL DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN SOME OF THE BLACK UNIONS MUST FIRST BE ELIMINATED AND 
PREOCCUPIED ABOUT THE EFFECT THE FORMATION OF A FEDERATION 
WOULD HAVE ON OUTSIDE SOURCES OF SUPPORT. THE PROPOSAL TO 
ESTABLISH A BLACK FEDERATION IS PRIMARILY SPONSORED BY 
COLORED TRADE UNION LEADER FREDDY SAULS (NATIONAL MOTOR 
ASSEMBLY UNION) WHO IS BASED IN PORT ELIZABETH. IT HAS QUALIFIED 
SUPPORT FROM THE DURBAN-BASED BLACK UNIONS AND IS ACTIVELY OPPOSED 
BY THE TRADE UNION COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA (INCLUDING VICE 
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PRESIDENT LUCY MVUBELO). EXTERNAL ENCOURAGEMENT IS BEING 
PROVIDED BY THE INTERNATIONAL METAL WORKERS FEDERATION. 
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